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The  Mayor 5  Aldermen  &  Councillors, 

Malmesbury  Horough  Council. 

Mr,  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1968,  in  accordance  with  Regulation  15  (5)  of  the  Public 
Health  Officers  Regulations,  1959. 

The  increase  in  the  death  rate  is  not  significant  for 
one  year  running,  as  the  rates  will  fluctuate  widely  when 
dealing  with  a  small  population, 

I  would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  Dr.Broomhead  for  the 
help  he  has  given  me,  and  also  thank  the  Council  and  its  Officers 

i 

for  their  assistance  and  courtesy, 

I  am , 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R .  WRAY1 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


1. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY. 


(a)  medical  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 

CaL8  Broomhead pT.D-pM^D. sS^Ch, pD^P^H.  from  Jan, 1 st-Oct « 20th* 1 968 
John  Rs  Wray ,M,R»C.S *  ,L0R.C.P.  ,D8P8H8  from  Oct « 21ist-Dec . 31  stp  1.968 

Municipal  Offices ,  Monkton  Park,  Chippenham* 

Tel;  Chipp*  2821;  Extn*  46* 

also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Boroughs  of 
Caine  &  Chippenham  and  the  Rural  Districts  of  Malmesbury 
and  Caine  &  Chippenham* 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  and  School  Medical  Officer* 


(b)  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR, 

H.  Todd,  M.A.P.HjI. 

Mr*  Todd  in  addition  carries  out  the  duties  of  Borough  Surveyor* 

(c)  SECRETARY  TO  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 

S„G*V*  Williamson,  Cert,  R,I9P8H,H, 


(d)  PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE, 

The  General  Purposes  Committee  of  the  Council  deals  with 
all  matters  pertaining  to  Public  Health, 


**#  *  *  *  #■*  ******  *  *  #  s{<!  aS*  ajc^t  *. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  in  acres 


CCOOOOOOOCQOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 


227 


Population  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate  ,  0 ,  <>  o  0 ,  2*680 

Number  of  inhabitable  dwellings  (end  of  1968  according, 

to  the  Rate  Book),,,  895 
Number  of  Council  dwellings  at  the  end  of  1968  254 


Number  of  applicants  for  council  dwellings  at  the 

end  of  1968  , 


80 


Rateable  ^l^alue  oooceooooo 

Sum  represented  by  the  Penny  Rate 


ooeoooooooo  £87  *971 

£350 


OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 


VITAL  STATISTICS, 

'"■uiwiiiTK'niLij’i  i—-*—  win,  r nr-  •  -^r^in  -'■w-iwOTfs— rw  rr1.) 

Birth  and  Death  Rates  as  compared  with  other  areas a 
(Births  and  Deaths  per  1  r,0QQ  population)  standardised  * 


' Birth  Rate 

Death 

Rate 

12iZ 

1968 

12S2 

1968 

Malmesbury  Borough 

14.9 

15.6 

8.7 

17.8 

Malmesbury  R,D-C. 

17.9 

19.3 

11.7 

9.3 

Wiltshire 

17.8 

17.6 

1  0  ©  2 

1-0.9 

England  &  Wales 

17.2 

16.9 

11.2 

11.9 

*  Area  comparability  factors  are  supplied  to  each  district  by  the 
Registrar  General*  These  take  into  account  the  varying  age/sex 
distribution  of  the  population  in  different  parts  of  the  country 0 
When  applied  to  the  local  rates*  they  allow  a  more  accurate 
comparison  to  be  made  between  different  ar$as8 


STILL  BIRTHS o 

One  still  birth  was>  notified  during  1968*  giving  a  rate  per 
1.000  total  births  of  24» 


The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  14  o 

i  :  '■> 


INFANT  MORTALITY, 

One  death  of  an  infant  under  the  age  of  one  year  occurred* 

As  there  were  only  40  live  births  this  gives  a  rate  per  1000  live 
births  of  25* 

The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  18 * 

The  infant  mortality  rate  is  not  of  much  value  for  comparative 
purposes  when  dealing  with  a  small  population. 


DEATHS- * 

The  following  deaths  were  notified  during  1968, 


Malesg 


Female e 


Total 


32 


20 


52 


i 


34  of  these  deaths  were  in  persons  aged  more  than  65  years  old, 
^19  were  75  and  over).  _  ^ 


ANALYSIS  OF  CAUSES 


Malignant  Neoplasm  =»  Lung*  Bronchus 
Malignant  Neoplasm  -  Uteru® 

Leukaemia 

Other  malignant  neoplasms  etc* 

Diabetes 

Other  diseases  oi*  nervous  system 

Ischaemic  heart  disease 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease 

Cerebrovascular 'disease 

Other  diseases  of  cl roulatory  system 

Influenza 

Pneumonia'  * 

Bronchitis  and  Bmphysema 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

Other  diseases  of  digestive  system 

Other  diseases *  Gen ito-Ur inary  system 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

All  other  accidents 

» 

Total  all  causes s 


Males  Females  T 


1 

3 

1 

13 

1 

3 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 


1 


1 

2 

4 

4 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 


2 

41 

11 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 5 

3 

1 

2 

4 

2 
1 


1 


1 


32  20 


Coronary  heart  disease  was  the  largest  single  cause  of  death  in 
men®  Other  heart  and  vascular  diseases  were  the  biggest  cause  of  dea4 
in  women . 

The  one  infant  death  was  in  a  child  under  four  weeks  of  age  and 
the  cause  was  pneumonia. 

Influenza  was  given  as  the  cause  of  death  in  a  woman  aged  over 
75  years . 

INFECTIOUS  AND  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE 

The  Public  Health  (Infective  Jaundice)  Regulations  1968*  came 
into  effect  on  15th  June  *  1968c  These  made  the  disease  Infectious 
Hepatitis  notifiable® 

As  from  October  1st*  1988,  new  Public  Health  (Infectious  Diseases 
Regulations  came  into  effect.  These  altered  the  list  of  notifiable 
diseases  by  making  yellow  fever  *  tetanus  and  leptospirosis  notifiable* 
and  excluding  from  the  list  pneumonia  and  puerperal  pyrexia® 

The  Regulations  also  extended  the  powers  of  the  Local  Authority  to 
enable  them  to  require  a  person  to  stop  work*,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  infection*  in  cases  of  food  poisoning® 

The  following  diseases  were  notified  during  1968;- 

2  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis, 

2  cases  of  Whooping  Cough® 

9  cases  of  Infectious  Jaundice, 

Tuberculosis  ; 

Cases  are  followed  up  by  the  Chest  Physician  who  also  investigate 
the  family  and  all  known  contacts®  v 

» 

Whooping  Cough; 

Thip  has  been  greatly  reduced  by  the  County  Council3 s  immunisation 
programme  for  children*  which  also  protects  against  diphtheria*  tetanm 
smallpox  and*  more  recently*  measles, 

I 

1 

Infectious  Hepatitis; 

This,  is  a  virus  disease  endemic  in  this  country*  although  cases 
have  only  recently  become  notifiable!.  Most  people  get  their  immunity 
(like  they  do  for  measles)  in  childhood.  An  attack  of  the  disease 
may  be  so  mild  that  it  is  like  a  stomach  upset,  but  in  severe  attack j 
the  patient  becomes  jaundiced(yellow)  and  then  the  disease  is  easily 
recognised.  The  disease  is  spread  only  by  human  carriers  by  direct 
contact*  so  that  proper  hand  -  washing  after  the  toilet  can  limit  the 
spread  of  severe  infection. 


Infectious  Hepatitis  (could,,) 

Unfortunately  it  has  not  yet  "been  found  possible  to  grow  the  virus 
in  the  laboratory 9  so  it  is  still  impossible  to  manufacture  a 
vaccine  to  protect  against  this  disease * 


Immunisation,* 

I  am  indebted  to  Dr*C#D«L«  Lycettp  the  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Healthp  for  the  following  statistics  of  immunisation  carried  out 
in  the  Borough  g*» 


POLIOMYELITIS 


Age  Group 


1968 
1967 
1 966 
1965 
1964 

1 959  -  1 963 

1953  -  1958 

Others  under  16 
Others  over  16 


3  oral  doses  4th  oral  after 

. .  . .  JLiadju-Pf-  X  MP  . 


22 

31 

CCT 

1 


19 

27; 


TOTALS? 


98 


DX FBTHERI A  * WH DOPING  COUGH  *  TETANUS'  AND  MEASLES: 


1968 


Year  of  birth? 

1 968  1957  1966  1965  1964 

1959-63 

1 9S3-5& 

Others, 
under  '  6 

Primary  limns* 

Diphe 

25 

42 

C=3 

c=»  0 

- 

COB 

OD 

completed 

Wh/c* 

24 

42 

CS3 

<=»  c=> 

- 

csx> 

- 

during 

Tet  * 

25 

42 

«= 

—  - 

1 

2 

- 

1968 

Measle® 

*= 

C3 

8 

6  12 

15 

4  ’ 

Reinfo  injects* 

DIph* 

10 

17 

1 

3 

25 

CD 

administered 

Wh/Co 

*  3 

9 

1 

2 

18 

CD  C*B 

during  1968 

Tet  * 

10 

17 

1 

3 

29 

1 

SMALU 


Vacc  ina  1 1  ons 
Re-Vaccinations 


Months  Years 

0~  ~3~  3-6  6-9  9-1 2  1.  2°°4  5^1  r 

«=»«=»  c=r»  ^«=» ||  |  .  <•=* 

<9  O  C3  C3  OO  C^7  ^ 


WATER  SUPPLIES  s 

«T«wn  rf— LiniM.i  .»ic.ifwgrwinirr,u,,":> 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr*  C«R*  Phillips 9  Engineer  to  the  North  Wilts* 
Water  Board  for  the  following  information:- 

Water  supplies  or  the  North  Wilts* Water  Board  are  obtained  fhom 
underground  sources  in  limestone  acquirers P  having  relatively  abundant 
storage  facilities  and  providing  water  of  a  high  standard  of  purity 
suitable  for  public  supplies*  The  water  is  hard  in  character  (between 
150  and  360  parts  per  million  uotal  hardness)* 

The  water  supplies  of  the  area  of  the  North  Wilts*  Water  Board  havr 
been  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity* 


* 


Water  Supplies  contcL 

Regular  supervision  of  the  quality  of  water  supplies  is 
exercised  by  submitting  samples  every  week  for  bacteriological 

examination® 

The  latest  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  stated  that  the  reports 
of  1403  samples  submitted  from  consumers9  points  of  supply 9  1332  wer  . 
satisfactory  having  coli  counts  of  less  than  1 ;  34  had  coli  counts  of 
1-2P  and  17  had  counts  of  3  or  more®  On  occasions  when  reports  of  co 
counts  are  received,  investigations  and  repeated  sampling  are 
immediately  undertaken  and  continued  until  satisfactory  reports  are 
received® 

Similar  supervisory  work  is  regularly  carried  out  on  the  untreated 
waters  of  the  Board9 s  sources  and  the  above-mentioned  Annual  Report 
summarised  the  results  as  follows?- 

739  samples  of  raw  water  were  submitted® 

553  reported  to  be  excellent  with  coli  counts  of  less  than  1,® 

93  satisfactory  with  coli  counts  1-3° 

52  suspicious  with  coli  counts  4  -  10® 

41  reported  to  have  coli  counts  over  10® 

Chlorination  of  all  sources  is  practised  with  the  aim  of  obtaining 
chlorine  residuals  at  all  consumers9  points  of  supplies  of  between 
Ool  and  0®3  p.p.m*  The  only  other  treatment  of  water  carried  out 
is  aeration  at  the  Chippenham  sources. 

Chemical  abd  minerological  examination  of  the  water  of  all  sources  is 
obtained  at  intervals  of  about  9-10  months  and  these  are  examined  to 
observe  any  change  which  may  indicate  differing  conditions  of  the 
source®  or  the  catchment  areas  percolation® 

In  most  of  the  deep  borehole  sources  in  the  limestone  acquifer,  fluoride 
occurs  naturally  in  quantities  from  0®4  -  0®7  p.p.m®  but  it  is  usually 
absent  in  the  waters  of  the  shallow  wells  and  spring  sources® 

All  the  water  supplied  by  the  Board  is  reported  to  be  not  plumbo-solver  ® 
At  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  in 
November  1967  an  exercise  was  carried  out  to  examine  the  quantity  of 
lead  in  the  water  after  passing  through  lead  pipes®  The  Counties  Pub! 
Health  Laboratories 9  London,  who  carried  out  the  exercise  reported  - 
"in  conformity  with  the  chemical  characteristics  of  these  samples  the 
findings  in  respect  to  lead  confirms  expectation  that  the  water  would 
not  exert  undue  actiion  on  lead"® 

& 

Chemical  Analysis  of  Raw  Water; 


Source 

0 

0 

Park  Road? 

Chari  tor  P 

Turbidity 

Nil 

I  Nil 

Colour 

Nil 

Nil 

pH 

7.1 

;  7.2 

E® Conductivity 

570 

560 

Total  Solids 

410 

370 

Hardness s  Total 

340 

315 

N  ©n-G  ar b  on ate 

90 

70 

Carbonates 

CoQ®  2 

250 

40 

Chlorides 

14 

16 

Aron0  cal  Nitrogen 

0e01 

0*00 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

6.3 

608  ® 

Oxygen  absorbed 

0  „  20 

0  a  00 

Iron 

absent 

,  absent 

Lead 

absent 

absent 

Fluoride 

Less  than  0.1 

Less  them  0.1 

Nitrite  Nitrogen 

absent 

absent 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  % 


Daring  the  year  work  started  on  extension  and  improvements  to 
the  Sewage  Works „ 


HOUSING  ; 

The  need  to  take  continuing  action  on  sub-standard  housing  has 
been  stressed  in  previous  Annual  Reports, 

During  the  year  1968  the  Councils  gave  8  grants  for  modernising 
houses® 

9 

I 

At  the  time  of  writing  there  is  now  a  new  Housing  Act  in  force 
which  for  the  first  time  allows  grants  to  be  made  for  repairs  to  old 
houses  as  well  as  improvements.  It  is  hoped  that  the  Council  wiil 
take  the  opportunity  presented  by  this  Act  to  plan  now  for  the 
preservation  of  those  houses  that  are  not  beyond  repair  at  reasonab 
expense « 


OTHER  PUBLIC  HEALTH  MATTERS  s 

■  I— ’IIM— MCTIM1-1II  r  MT>w?»artimi<Ti-BrrjMxr»wa«nwr»  ■ii—irurwim— .’■wjr.ajgecsaa 

These  are  presented  in  the  attached  report  of  the  Senior 
Public  Health  Inspector, 


To  the  Mayor ^Aldermen  &  Councillors, 
Malmesbury  Borough  Council, 


Gentlemen 9 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Public  Health  Inspector’s 
section  of  this  annual  report. 

My  appointment  commenced  on  March  1st, 1968  and  I  would  like 
to  thank  Mr,  R, Pierce  and  his  staff  at  the  Malmesbury  Rural  District 
Council  for  the  able  assistance  they  gave  to  the  staff  here  from 
January  1st,  1968  to  the  date  when  I  took  over, 

I  would  also  like  to  thank  Dr.Broomhead  and  Dr, Wray  for  their 
help  and  assistance  at  all  times, 

f ' 

The  time  available  for  Public  Health  work  allows  only  the 
urgent  matters  to  receive  attention  and  systematic  inspection  of 
Housings  Pood  Premises,  Offices  and  Shops  is  not  possible  without 
sufficient  staff, 

WATER  SUPPLY 


The  water  supply  has  been  satisfactory  in  both  quantity  and 
quality,  but  its  high  degree  of  hardness  is  a  source  of  considerable 
expense  to  users,  and  softenihg  at  source  must  be  more  economical 
to  the  users. 

Pop ul a 1 1  on  s e r v ed  00000,0000000000,0,  895 

No,  supplied  direct  to  the  houses  875 
do  by  standpipe  , , , -  20 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

CHanwaHBBOBBaaaaMcnEaKanEtrBBCSia 

The  system  consists  of  a  large  number  of  ’rider’  sewers 
collected  info  a  new  ’ring9  main  sewer  pumped  to  a  sewage  works 
situated  in  the  area  of  the  Malmesbury  Rural  District  Council, 

During  the  year  work  commenced  on  extensions  to  the  Works 
which  will  provide  additional  capacity  to  serve  villages  in  the 
Malmesbury  Rural  District, 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

ch—  . . . 

There  are  no  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  Borough, 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT 0  1955, 

There  are  no  dealers  or  distributors  of  raw  milk  in  the 
Borough, 

Samples  of  pasteurised  milk  were  taken  during  the  year,  one 
being  of  the  U,H*T®  type.  All  were  satisfactory. 


FOOD  HYGIENE  REPUTATIONS,  I960, 

There  are  43  shops  retailing  food  in  one  form  or  another. 


-  8  - 


to  gP-Q  ^ 


' 


FOOD  HYQIENE  REGULATIONS  I960,,  (contdi. ) 


Grocers 
Butchers 
Greengrocers 
Cafes  and  Restaurants 
Hotels 

Public  Houses 
Off-Licences 
Bread  and  Cake  Shops 
Wet  Pish  shops 
Sweet  shops 
Pish  and  Chip  shops 


000000000000006 

600000000000000 
600000*0090 
9  O 

ooooooo0ooo96dee» 

0000  9  9900  0 

00000000090 

0  0  9 

000000009 
000000000090 


0  O  O  9 


No, 

Inspo 


No, 

Unsat  Vv. 


11 

5 

2 

4 

5 
7 
2 
2 
1 

3 

1, 


6 

4 

2 

2 

3 

2 


1 


1968 


1 


43  19 


1 


POULTRY  INSPECTION 

There  are  no  poultry  processing  premises  in  the  Borough, 

MEAT  INSPECTION  REGULATIONS c 1 96 3 0 

There  is  one  private  slaughterhouse  in  the  Boroughs  where 
inspection  has  been  fully  maintained  by  the  combined  efforts  of  a 
local  firm  of  veterinary  surgeons  and  myself, 

I  would  like  go  take  this  opportunity  to  express  my  appreciation 
of  their  invaluable  co-operation. 


’feasts 

X/vee-^P 

p^p 

Inspected  by  Veterinary  Surgeons? 

i ,  236 

68 

1  ,61 8 

2,734 

-  do  -  Public  Health 

Inspector  ; 

859 

66 

1 ,736 

1 ,659 

TOTAL,  s 

2  9  095 

134 

3,354 

4,393 

COn^QIHXX©  Cl  aoooooooeeooo© 

1,8 

6 

3 

15 

animals  affected  oeoo.a,«o.«»»» 

.85 

4.5 

.09 

.34 

Parts  condemned  ©.ooooa,®,.,,,,,. 

37 1 

4 

239 

590 

Jo  animals  affected  o.oooooee,,,,. 

.177 

.03 

.07 

.134 

Parts  condemned  for  T9B,  .  * , , « <,  •  a 

- 

- 

- 

1 6 

J, o  animals  afi ected  oooooooooaooo® 

- 

— 

.003 

Parts  condemned  for  C.B. 

— 

— 

- 

Garcases  refrigerated  o.,®®®®®.®® 

— 

- 

— 

— 

Further  small  improvements  7/ere  made  to  the  slaughterhouse 
premises  during  the  year, 

OFFICES  c SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  ,  1963. 

Three  shops  were  inspected  during  the  year,  two  of  them  incidental 
to  inspections  after  minor  accidents, 

CARAVAN:  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OF  .DEV  EL QFMENT  ACT ,  I960, 

There  is  one  site  licensed  for  1i2  caravans,  which  changed 
ownership  and  management  during  the  year.  Conditions  steadily 
improved  from  this  time  and  no  further  action  has  been  required  on 
the  part  of  the  Council-  or  its  Officers. 


-  9  - 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

Refuse  collection  takes  place  twice  weekly  in  the  older  part  of  t 1 
Borough  and  once  weekly  in  the  remainder  of  the  district 0 

Waste  paper  is  collected  every  two  weeks  and  a  quarterly  collect 
is  made  of  "bulky  articles  which  cannot  "be  collected  in  the  normal 
service,.  In  addition  special  collections  are  made  when  requested  "by 
householders 6 

The  side-loading  refuse  vehicle  purchased  last  year  proved  to 
"be  totally  unsuitable,  particularly  in  view  of  the  increased  travel! 
time  from,  Malmesbury  to  the  Malmesbury  R,D*Go  tip  at  Somerford* 

The  capacity  is  nominally  12  eu*ydsop  but  it  is  extremely  unlike 
that  this  volume  is  ever  achieved *  The  sliding  covers  are  so  diffi  u 
to  move  that  in  common  with  all  other  users  of  side  loading  vehicle--, 
this  Council's  Staff  only  closes  them  when  travelling  an  appreciable 
distance 9  therefore  dustless  loading  is  an  unattained  ideal « 

The  low  capacity  necessitates  five  or  more  loads  being  carried 
to  Somerford  per  day,  a  journey  taking  approximately  50  minutes  with 
return  travelling.  In  common  with  all  other  authorities  we  are  find 
that  there  is  a  steady  increase  in  the  bulk  of  the  refuse. collected® 


FACTORIES  ACT «  1. 9  6 

I  summarise  below  the  details  requested  in  Circular  1/69 • 

1  *  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health, 

(including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Premises 


1 ^Factories  in  which 
Sections  3P4  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities-® 


Number  Number  Number  of  Number 

oil  of  Written  Occupie 

Register  Insn g  s »  Notices  Pro seed ;  i 


2«Factories  not  included 
in  1 e  in  which  Sect .7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 

Authority,  17  3 


3 o Other  premises  in  which 
Sect .7  is  enforced!  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  oak-workers 
premises) 


TOTALS  17  3 


2«  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 

(if  defects  are  discovered:  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more 
separate  occasions  they  sir  U1  be  reckoned  on  two,  three  or  more 
B cases 9 • ) 
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2#  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  f ound(contd. ) 


Particulars 


Found  Remedied  Ref  erred^ 

to  H.M.By  H.M. 
Insptr .Insptr # 


No,  of  cases  in 
which  prosecut  ion -5 
were  institute  , 


(2)  (3)  (4)  (5) 


Want  of 

cleanliness  (S ,  1 « 

Overcrowding  (S'# 2) 

Unreasonable 
Temperature  (S.3) 

Inadequate 
ventilation  (S.4) 


Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary 
conveniences  : 

(a)  Insufficient 

(h)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 


Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences>  relating  to 
Outwork) 


TOTAL: 


There  are  no  outworkers  registered  in  this  district# 

This  item  concludes  my  section  of  this  Annual  Report# 

I  remain, 

Yours  faithfully, 

H.  TODD. 

Public  Health  Inspector# 
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